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Executive Director’s Report 
 

 Thanks to the City of Gainesville who will be doing the labor on the new MTU 

vehicle garage. It will be built behind our West Ridge Offices in order to put our Mo-
bile Training Units under shelter and on concrete. We expect work to begin very 

soon. My appreciation goes to Kip Padgett, City Manager; Angela Sheppard, Assis-
tant City Manager; and the department heads for arranging their assistance. The 

materials will be funded by the Workforce Development Offices of GDEcD in Atlan-

ta.  Thanks for all their support. 

 If you have not saved the date, do so for our Annual Meeting at the Dillard 

House. It is being arranged by the Annual Meeting Committee, led by Leslie George 
and Chairman Sam Norton.  It will be held the evening of December 5th. More to 

come, but save the date at this time.  

 Our  Annual Staff Photo/Training day will be held in White County this year with assistance from 

Chairman Sam Norton, CLEO Chairman Mike Berg (Dawson County), and Sole Commissioner Lamar 
Paris (Union County) as our guest presenters. Thanks to our volunteers who are taking time out of 

their busy schedule to spend part of the day to share their thoughts with our staff. 

 Best wishes to our friend, Paul Kreager who has decided for health reasons that he should retire from 
the GMRC Council. For 12-14 years, he has been early and active in our Council Meetings lending his 

expertise and knowledge to our Council, Staff, and me as Executive Director. We wish Paul all the best 
and know he will join us for our Annual Meetings when his schedule permits. We have always been able 

to count on Paul to give us honest direction and suggestions. Keep those coming Paul. Paul served sev-
eral years on the Council as the Forsyth County Private Sector Representative and then was appoint-

ed by Governor Nathan Deal to serve as one of his appointments. If you have any suggestion of a per-
son for this position from our region, feel free to send to me, Chairman Sam Norton, or directly to the 

Governor’s Office for consideration. 

 Be sure and join us for the August 28th Council meeting. It will be at the Forsyth Conference Center/
Lanier Campus and our guest speaker is Dr. Ray Perren, who is President of Lanier Technical College. 

We do a tremendous amount of work thru our Technical Colleges and find all of them to be very sup-
portive of the GMRC especially thru our Workforce Development Offices.  See you on the 28th at 

6:00pm. Be sure and RSVP as they need an accurate headcount for the meal. This will be sponsored by 
Forsyth County Board of Commissioners. 

 Congressman Doug Collins will be having a Town Hall meeting as follows: 

August 28, 2014, 5:30-6:30 pm at Lavonia Welcome Center/Depot, 1269 Main Street, Lavonia, GA 
(Note… this meeting conflicts with our GMRC Council Meeting. Please check the Town Hall Meeting schedule to see if you 

might attend on one of the other dates. If you need to RSVP “no due to the conflict”, call them at 770-297-3388) 

 Senator Johnny Isakson will be having a Town Hall meeting as follows: 

August 29, 2014, 1:00-2:00 pm at Young Harris College Recreation Center, 1 College Street, 
Young Harris, GA.  

 Save the date for the upcoming City/County Manager’s Meeting. This meeting will be hosted by the 
City of Toccoa on September 10th from 10:00am to 2:00pm. Lunch will be $10 each. This event will 

take place at the new City Pool, located at 558 East Doyle Street, Toccoa, GA 30577. Please RSVP to 
Marissa Smith at msmith@gmrc.ga.gov or 770-538-2626.  

mailto:msmith@gmrc.ga.gov


 The Stephens County New Hope Fire  

Station received $17,765 in Assistance to 

Firefighters Grant funding from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 

 Heather Feldman recently “graduated” from 

the Carl Vinson Institute of Government’s 

Management Development Program 

 GMRC hosted the Region 2 Economic Devel-
opment Partners Meeting on August 12, 

2014  (Tammy Caudell, GDEcD; Danette 

Smith, GDOL; Paul Chambers, AT&T; Cheryl 

Smith, GDEcD; Kathy Papa, DCA; and John 

VanBrunt, DCA) 

 Submitted two Appalachian Regional Com-
mission pre-applications: 

  Franklin County – I-85 Sewer Collection 

and Wastewater Treatment Facility 

  Camp Toccoa at Currahee, Inc. – Pavilion 

at Camp Toccoa 

 Staff has completed a first “draft” of the 

2014 Annual Update to the Comprehensive 

Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) 

 City of Cornelia received $500,000 in  

Community Development Block Grant fund-
ing for water improvements.   

 

 Lumpkin County received $500,000 in 

Community Development Block Grant fund-

ing for water improvements.  

Economic Development 
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New Staff Member 

Dan Thornton works as 

an Adult/Dislocated 

Worker Case Manager for 
the Workforce Develop-

ment Department. He 

has been with WIA for 

seven years and almost 

three of those is with the 
Regional Commis-

sion.  Born in Fort Worth 

and raised in Minnesota, 

Dan has also lived in Florida, and now Geor-

gia. He resides in Lula with his wife Mary. 

Dan has a paralegal degree and previously 
owned his own business as a process server. 

He has some very interesting stories, from 

serving actors, musicians, and a Saudi prin-

cess.  Dan loves to garden, but his true tal-

ent is singing. He has sung with the Tampa 
Bay Oratorio. From 1989 to 2001, he sang 

with a traveling gospel quartet called 

“Freedom”. Most recently Dan sings with 

Capitol City Xpress, a swing jazz band. When 

given the opportunity Dan and Mary still sing 
gospel duets.  

As of August 13th, Josette Jeanis joined the GMRC as an Adult/Dislocated 

Case Worker. Josette is originally from Louisiana and moved to Georgia to be 

near family after the impacts from Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. Josette has 
lived in Jefferson for nine years with her husband Charles, daughter Bailey 

and son Silas. Josette graduated from Gainesville State with an Associate’s 

degree and then attended UGA to get her Bachelor’s in Social Work. She has 

interned for the Louisiana Department of Corrections, the Athens Department 

of Corrections, and Eagle Ranch.  We are glad to have Josette as a part of 
the GMRC team.  

Employee Spotlight 



Information Services 

Here are the number of responses our MTUs had 

for the month period of July 17th to August 19th. 

 

Numbers broken down by re-
sponses for the 106 individuals 

that came aboard the MTU’s. 

 GMRC staff are working with the City of 

Dawsonville to survey and document their 

historic 1860’s cemetery. This follows similar 
award winning assessments by the GMRC. 

The final map and data will allow research-

ers to accurately identify any gravesite lo-

cated within the tract quickly and easily.  

 The four service providers participating in 
the Department of Human Services’ Coordi-

nated Transit Program delivered just over 

100,000 passenger trips throughout the re-

gion in the first year of implementation. 

 Rabun County has approved their Joint 

Community Agenda for submittal to the De-
partment of Community Affairs (DCA) for 

State and regional review.  This document 

also covers the municipalities of Clayton, 

Dillard, Mountain City, Sky Valley, Tallu-

lah Falls and Tiger. 

 After preliminary reviews of all applicants, 

the City of Gainesville is among the com-

munities still being considered for DCA’s new 

PlanFirst designation. 

Planning Services 

Mobile Training Units 

 GMRC recently completed the Mt. Hope  

Cemetery project located in the City of 

Dahlonega.  Staff inventoried and photo-
graphed over 2,000 graves and developed 

digital products that the City can use to  

assist the public with locating family  

members and loved ones buried there.   

Of those buried in the cemetery, there were  
3 Clergy, 24 Masons, 11 Physicians,  

2 Nurses, 62 Civil War Veterans, 2 Spanish 

American War Veterans, 23 WWI Veterans, 

72 WWII Veterans, 18 Korean War Veterans 

and 15 Vietnam Veterans.  The City of 

Dahlonega has plans to put the maps and 
information on their website in the near fu-

ture. 

 The City of Hartwell has requested assis-
tance with updating their Historic District 

and Zoning Maps. 

 The Letters of Intent have been sent to all 

interested participants for the 2015 GMRC 

Aerial Photography/LiDAR Project.  We’ve 
also had interest in joining our project from 

Bartow County, City of Atlanta Watershed 

Group and Rockdale County.  If you have 

any questions regarding this project, please 

call Faith Bryan at (770)538-2614. 

 GMRC Staff are scanning old maps and con-

verting hand written information for the 

City of Toccoa Cemetery.  This 26 acre 

cemetery dates back to the early 1870’s. 

 Recently completed was a Zoning Map up-
date for the City of Lavonia. 
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Job Searches 99 

Job App 45 

 Resumes 23 

 Interviews 3 

Interest Survey 5 

Training Sessions 0 

Testing  0 

Typing Assessments  0 

GMRC Info 77 

Unemployment Claims 0 

Computer Trainings 0 

Microsoft Office Classes  0 

GED assistance    

Total Responses  252 

Banks - 0 

Dawson - 1 

Forsyth - 23 

Franklin - 44 

Habersham - 46 

Hall - 46 

Hart - 26 

Lumpkin - 1 

Rabun - 8 

Stephens - 33 

Towns - 0 

Union - 11 

White - 12 

Numbers  
broken down by 

responses for 
each GMRC 

County. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
  DATE  TIME            EVENT                          LOCATION ___    _________                   

August 23 10:00am      CarFit Event     Antioch Baptist Church—Gainesville, GA 

August 28 10:00am      CarFit Event    City of Dawsonville—Thunder Road Museum 

August 28 5:30pm       GMRC Executive Committee  Forsyth County—Lanier Tech Conference Center 

  6:00pm       GMRC Council Meeting  Forsyth County—Lanier Tech Conference Center 

September 6 10:00am      CarFit Event    City of Oakwood—Senior Complex 

September 10 10:00am      City/County Manager’s Meeting Toccoa City Pool—Toccoa, GA  

September 25 6:00pm       GMRC Council Meeting  White County—Location TBA 

December 5 4:45pm       GMRC Annual Meeting Reception Dillard House Conference Center 

  6:00pm       GMRC Annual Meeting  Dillard House Conference Center 
                     

For more information on these events, contact Marissa Smith at 770-538-2626 or msmith@gmrc.ga.gov 

 

The Beauty of Our Region Continues! 

Byron Herbert Reece Farm 

Blairsville, GA 

Lake Burton 

Clayton, GA 

Sky Valley Overlook 

Sky Valley, GA  


